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1 INTRODUCTION
This document is intended to provide California ISO (CAISO) Market Participants 
with a description of the timeline and procedures used to transition the CAISO’s 
market and supporting applications in an orderly and reliable manner from the 
existing systems to the new Market Redesign and Technology Upgrade (MRTU) 
systems.  This transition is referred to as the MRTU cutover.  This document is 
intended to provide an overview of the cutover.  Subsequent steps mentioned in 
this document will detail out the processes.

This document is also intended to provide the criteria for and description of 
procedures for the reversion of systems back to the previous market systems in 
the event that unforeseen circumstances prevent reliable operation of MRTU 
shortly after go-live.

1.1 Objectives

The objectives of this document are as follows:
�x Present the communications plan for MRTU cutover.
�x Provide a high level plan for transitioning the systems to MRTU.
�x Outline the roles of Market Participants and the CAISO during the cutover 

period.
�x Define at a high level the criteria and decision process used in determining 

whether a reversion to the previous market system is necessary.
�x Outline the process and the roles of Market Participants and the CAISO if 

a reversion is called for.

1.2 Overview

This document includes the following cutover and reversion related items:
�x A communications plan for the cutover is included in section 2.  The 

communication plan covers the methods of communications as well as 
responsibilities of the CAISO staff and Market Participants.

�x An overview of the cutover transition timeline is contained in section 3.  A 
more detailed list of activities, including planning activities and tasks 
before, during, and after the transition date, is included in section 7.

�x A list of notable cutover activities, including special bidding rules, 
procurement targets, and transition from existing systems to new MRTU 
systems is included in section 4.

�x Special operations and settlement rules that may be required during the 
cutover are contained in section 5.

�x Reversion planning items are included section 6.  This section includes a 
general criteria for reverting back to pre-MRTU systems, an escalation 
process which must be followed before a reversion is considered, the 
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sequence in which a reversion would be executed, and minimum time to 
notify participants if a reversion is called.  In addition, this section 
describes the reversion “window,” the period under which a reversion 
would be considered.   A more detailed list of reversion execution steps is 
included in section 8.

2 TRANSITION COMMUNICATIONS PLAN
ISO staff will employ a structured approach to communicating with participants 
and other stakeholders throughout the cutover (or reversion) process. This plan 
will be implemented in support of the MRTU cutover.  Later sections (section 6.7) 
include processes to address communications during a reversion. 

2.1 Purpose

The CAISO will foster an effective cutover (or reversion) with prompt, accurate, 
and timely communication to Market Participants and other key stakeholders.

2.2 Responsibilities

External Affairs will:
�x Assign a primary liaison to the MRTU team to coordinate messaging and 

activities with Market Participants.
�x Act as one of the ISO’s communications conduits between the ISO and 

Market Participant key contacts (as designated by the Market Participant)
o External Affairs will create and maintain a list of market participant 

Transition and Reversion contacts.  
o External Affairs will work with the MRTU Team to analyze incoming 

requests for information, and will help identify opportunities for FAQ 
updates.

o External Affairs will transmit critical high-level announcements to 
Market Participants’ communications designee(s), as mutually 
determined by External Affairs and the MRTU team.

MRTU Team will:
�x Craft information and messages, using predetermined modes of 

communication (email, Market Notices, e-Newsletter, website, phone calls, 
conference calls, open bridges, etc.).

�x Coordinate with External Affairs on all communications to the Market, 
ensuring the most efficient and practical form of communications for each 
sequence of outreach. 

�x Coordinate with External Affairs all media relations activities including 
news releases, response to inquiries, tracking, and archiving

�x Communicate urgent messages to External Affairs or, as mutually agreed, 
directly to Market Participants.
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�x Conduct a “table top” exercise of cutover and reversion, including testing
with External Affairs the communications protocols, roles and 
responsibilities. 

�x Conduct daily status calls in the days immediately before and after 
transition.  Daily status calls after transition will be conducted as long as 
necessary, in consultation with Market Participants.

�x Hold an open conference bridge to convey up to the minute status of the 
transition effort.  The conference bridge will be open the day before, the 
day of, and the day after the transition.

Stakeholders will:
�x Provide contact information to the ISO that enables the ISO to 

communicate quickly and accurately with the appropriate person(s) or 
group(s) within stakeholder organizations.

2.3 Methods to be used

Verbal communications
�x 1:1 telephone communications – In the event of immediate need for 

targeted and rapid communications between the ISO and stakeholder 
contacts, a Contact Lists maintained by External Affairs will provide names 
for this outreach. 

�x Teleconferences -
�x Open Phone Bridge -
�x Group Meetings –
�x Web conferences -

Written Communications 
�x Market Notices – customized emails to different segments of the market.
�x Semi-customized emails – transmitted directly to key stakeholders from 

Account Managers and/or Customer Service Representatives.
�x Emails to large distribution lists – These can be “mass mailed” to the 

entire market, potentially as a compliment to Market Notices.
�x Media releases – Managed by Corporate Communications, these releases 

will be staged and coordinated with messaging from the market.
�x Newsletters
�x CAISO.com – special announcements page

3 TRANSITION TIMELINE OVERVIEW
The CAISO has formulated a high level work plan to indicate the process that the 
CAISO will follow performing its activities before, during, and after the transition 
period.   This plan is presented in section 7 and is summarized below.  The letter 
“T” is used to represent the transition time, for example midnight April 1, 2008.  
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T-1 day indicates the day before transition, for example March 31; T-1 hour 
indicates the previous hour, hour ending 24, etc. 

The main sections of the work plan are:
�x Planning phase
�x Preparation phase
�x Transition phase
�x Settlements and post-production phase

3.1 Planning Phase

This phase consists of presenting this plan before Market Participants and 
regulators and developing detailed cutover and reversion plans for each system, 
including any necessary settlement methodologies and contingency plans used 
during the reversion process.   In addition, this phase will include table-top
exercises with Market Participants going over both the cutover process and the 
reversion process.

3.2 Preparation Phase

This phase includes the preparatory activities for cutover, including notification to 
regulators, freezing changes to applications and static data repositories, 
communication with Market Participants on mutual progress, and installation of 
systems

3.3 Transition Phase

This phase includes the cutover of the production applications including IFM, 
RTM, SIBR, and supporting applications.  Activities include close communication 
with market participants, submittal of binding bids, and posting binding results for 
the forward and real-time markets.

3.4 Settlements and Post-production Phase

This phase includes the cutover of the Settlements and post process systems 
such as LMP validation and expected energy calculation.  This phase also 
includes post-production items such as reports and conference calls with Market 
Participants.

4 TRANSITION PHASE NOTABLE ACTIVITIES
The following are activities of note to Market Participants during the transition 
phase.  The purpose of these activities is to ensure a smooth transition between 
the existing and new systems.

4.1 Bidding

The CAISO will be running a Market Simulation up until the transition date.  
During the last two days of before the cutover, the CAISO asks that Market 
Participants bid in a manner which is as close as possible to their production 
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bidding strategy.  This will help the CAISO resolve, prior to production, any last 
minute issues which may arise. 

4.2 Additional noteworthy activities

The following additional activities are requested in order to assure a smooth 
transition:

�x To be able to handle operational control issues that may arise during the 
transition and the period immediately following, the CAISO may request 
more capacity and ancillary services to be on line than would be required 
on a normal day.  This would be implemented in the form of additional 
RUC and Ancillary Services requirements, which would be input to the 
Day-Ahead Market for the first two days, and longer if the CAISO 
determines there is a lingering issue which could affect system reliability.  
The actual additional requirements, if any, would be determined closer to 
the go-live date taking into account system conditions.

�x To further reduce the possibility of control issues, the CAISO requests 
that, to the extent possible, Scheduling Coordinators bid their DAM and 
HASP self schedules for the first hour of the market transition to match, 
within 5-10%, their bilateral schedules (i.e. final HA schedules for 
Generation, aggregate Import/Export schedules at a Tie Point, and 
Pumps) in the previous hour before the transition.

�x The CAISO requests planned outages during the transition timeframe to 
be limited to allow as many resources available as possible.  

�x Participants should have key staff on hand during the cutover, to handle 
any technical or operational issues that might arise.

�x The CAISO will enforce WECC Day Ahead scheduling standards such 
that all day-ahead import and export schedules are tagged by 3:00 PM 
Pacific time the day before the trade date.  Again, this will help smooth the 
transition.

�x In preparation for a reversion, Participants should have their default 
supplemental bids and generation and import/export templates submitted 
to the CAISO on or before T-10.  See section 6.5 for details.

4.3 Bidding timelines

The following are the general bidding and dispatch timelines to be followed for 
the Cutover.  In general these are the same timelines to be followed in 
production, post implementation.

�x Bidding for the DAM will open at T-7 days.
�x Binding HASP instructions will begin at T-67.5 minutes, including schedule 

changes and pre-dispatch instructions on the ties.  The CAISO will block 
any generator commitment instructions until the T-22.5 run, to prevent 
confusion between binding and non-binding commitment instructions.  
Please refer to Figure 1 for more detail. Formatted: Font:

Deleted: Figure 
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�x Binding Real-Time 5-minute dispatch instructions will begin at T-7.5 
minutes, effective for the period T-2.5 to T+2.5 minutes.  Note that for the 
period T-2.5 to T-0 minutes, there is an overlap between the existing 
RTMA system (last instruction to be effective from T-5 to T-0 minutes) and 
the new RTM system.  Where instructions are inconsistent, Generators 
and loads will follow the latest dispatch instruction sent out, i.e. follow the 
last RTMA instruction from T-5 to T-2.5 and first RTM instruction from T-
2.5 to T-0.  Please refer to Figure 2 for more detail

Figure 1: Commitment and HASP instruction transition – Pre-MRTU to MRTU

Figure 2: 5-Minute dispatch transition – Pre MRTU to MRTU
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5 TEMPORARY RULES FOR MARKET TRANSITION
The CAISO, based on input from internal operating departments, other control 
areas, and Market Participants, may identify additional activities not already 
mentioned in this document in order to reduce the risk of system reliability issues
that may result from cutover activities.  

At the current time, no temporary rules are required for the cutover activities.  
Note: in general, temporary rules would require tariff authority, and thus would go 
through the usual stakeholder processes prior to approval.

6 REVERSION PLANNING
Although the CAISO will do everything possible to assure a successful transition 
to the new market, problems may arise which require return back to the pre-
existing market, or a reversion.  This section of the overview is intended to 
provide Market Participants with an understanding of the criteria used to arrive at 
the decision to revert back to the previous market, and to provide a high level 
plan to ensure a reliable and orderly transition back to the old market systems.

6.1 Reversion Criteria

In general, the CAISO will use the following policy in determining whether or not 
to call for a reversion.

A reversion may be called for during an event which would compromise the 
CAISO’s ability to reliably and accurately dispatch and settle the market in 
accordance with the CAISO tariff and BPM’s, AND there is no viable work-around 
that can be implemented until the underlying system functionality is resolved,
AND the underlying condition cannot be resolved within a reasonable time frame.

It is expected that a reversion would only be implemented under extreme 
circumstances such as the following:

�x Major systems are chronically unavailable or are unable to be restored.
�x Major systems contribute to significant failure to meet reliability control 

performance standards.
�x Over the reversion period, major systems consistently contribute to failure 

to meet average reliability control performance standards.

It is not expected that a reversion be implemented due to non-grid threatening 
issues such as pricing anomalies.  To the extent that software issues result in 
prices which are inconsistent with the Tariff and/or BPM’s, the CAISO will attempt 
to resolve the underlying software issue and manually correct the prices.  In 
extreme cases the CAISO will set an administrative price but a reversion is not 
envisioned.
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In general, the CAISO will use the following options first before consideration of a 
reversion.  

1. Troubleshoot and resolve.
2. Use contingency plans if available.
3. If time allows, develop code modifications, test, and implement.
4. Develop automated workarounds. 
5. Develop manual workarounds.
6. Working with other departments, determine whether resolution can be 

shifted to another department.
7. Working with Market Participants, verify that impact is urgent enough to 

warrant a reversion.

Finally, if all else fails, and based on input from various departments and Market 
Participants, the executive level will make the decision whether to revert.

6.2 Escalation Process for Market Participants

The above reversion criteria is expected to deal with operational or application 
difficulties resulting from issues arising from the CAISO market systems.  Market 
Participants may encounter critical system, financial, or other issues which place 
an extreme burden on their operations and may precipitate a need to revert.  The 
CAISO offers the following escalation process for dealing with these issues:

1. Market Participant logs problem with the CAISO Quick Response Team 
(QRT).

2. The QRT will assess the problem, and attempt to determine the root 
cause and severity of the issue.  

3. CAISO will attempt to resolve using options available.
4. If problem is severe or is common to many participants, the CAISO will:

a. develop cross functional teams to resolve.  
b. Work with regulators as necessary.
c. Develop interim workarounds if necessary.  

5. The CAISO will propose changes to market rules if necessary.
6. If workarounds or market rules are not available to resolve the issue, 

CAISO executives will confer with market participants and/or regulators 
and may make call to revert.

6.3 Escalation Process for Other Affected Parties

Although not expected, other groups such as neighboring balancing authorities 
may be unnecessarily affected by MRTU operations.  The CAISO offers the 
following escalation process for dealing with these issues:

1. Problem is communicated to the CAISO.  
2. The CAISO will assess the problem, and attempt to determine the root 

cause and severity of the issue.  It will also determine whether problem is 
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attributed to MRTU operations, other unrelated issues, or is an existing 
problem.

3. CAISO will attempt to resolve using options available
4. If problem is not resolved, the CAISO will:

a. Develop cross functional teams to resolve.  
b. Work with WECC and other balancing authorities as necessary.  
c. Develop alternative operating procedures if necessary.

5. The CAISO will propose changes to market rules if necessary.
6. If workarounds or market rules are not available to resolve the issue, 

CAISO executives will confer with market participants, balancing 
authorities, reliability entities and/or regulators and may make call to 
revert.

6.4 Effective Dates for Reversion Criteria

Once the cutover to MRTU has been made, the reversion criteria will be effective 
for one month.  This period will allow time for operational problems to be 
surfaced.  After the one month period is over, the CAISO will no longer consider 
reversion as an option to resolve issues and instead focus on the options 
typically available in a production environment.

It should be noted that, once a reversion is called, operations under the pre-
MRTU systems may last for several weeks or months, depending on the nature
of the problem that precipitated a reversion.  Thus, the reversion itself may 
extend beyond the one-month period in which the reversion criteria may be 
considered.

6.5 Plan of Reversion

6.5.1 Operational

To the extent possible, the CAISO will attempt to provide advance notice to 
Market Participants in the event of a reversion.  However, the CAISO worst-case 
assumption is that a reversion may be called with as little as 30 minutes notice to
address urgent operational issues which may arise.  This means that a reversion 
can occur at any time of the day.  To support this requirement and reduce the 
operational burden on Market Participants, the CAISO would revert starting with 
the real-time systems* using pre-determined bids and schedules (see 
“Preparation for Real-Time” later in this section for more information).  Later, and 
with advance notice to Market Participants, the CAISO would allow bidding in the 

                                           
* Real-Time includes the Real-Time Commitment (RTC) application which commits short start 
peaking units and pre-dispatches hourly inter-tie bids, and the Real-Time Dispatch application 
which dispatches resources on a 5-minute basis.
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Supplemental Energy Market and conduct the Day-Ahead and Hour-Ahead 
markets.  The sequence is as follows:

�x In the event a reversion is called, the CAISO will transition to the old real-
time market systems as soon as possible, but giving at least 30 minutes 
notice to Market Participants.  The CAISO will confirm receipt of 
notification through verbal communication with each Scheduling 
Coordinator’s real-time desk.

�x Market participants will begin to receive 5-minute dispatch instructions 
from the old ADS system approximately 30 minutes after the call.

�x Market participants will begin to receive unit commitment and pre-dispatch 
instructions from the old ADS system approximately 45-90 minutes after 
the call.

�x Scheduling Coordinators with hourly Inter-Tie bids will be able to submit 
their e-tags within 45-90 minutes after the call.  This would include initially 
those SC’s who submitted standing Inter-Tie bids for use in reversion, and 
in subsequent hours those SC’s who submitted bids in the Supplemental 
Energy market once it opened (see below).

�x The CAISO will open up the Supplemental Energy market 60-90 minutes 
after the call to allow for bid adjustments and for marketers to participate 
on the ties.

�x Once the real-time is stable, the CAISO will issue instructions on 
determining the next possible date to hold the pre-MRTU Day Ahead 
market.  The CAISO will provide a minimum of 24 hours notice from the 
time of the reversion call to the time of the DA market closing time.  
Whatever the date, the closing time will be 10:00 AM.  

o Example: for a reversion call at 10:00 AM on day X, the first DA 
market will close at 10:00 AM on day X+1 for Trade Date X+2.  

o Example: for a reversion call at 11:00 AM on day X, the first DA 
market will close at 10:00 AM on day X+2 for Trade Date X+3.  

�x The CAISO will begin conducting the pre-MRTU Hour Ahead market 
beginning for Hour Ending 1 on the first Trade Date for which the pre-
MRTU Day Ahead market was run. 

It should be noted that all bids submitted into the pre-MRTU systems and 
dispatch instructions and market results receieved from the pre-MRTU systems 
shall be in pre-MRTU format, using the Resource ID’s, Interchange ID’s, zones, 
Contract Reference Numbers, etc. which prevail in the pre-MRTU market.

A detailed task list which covers the reversion process is located in section 8 of 
this document.  

System restoration matrix

The following matrix represents the existing CAISO systems which interface with
Market Participants.  If the CAISO were to revert and restore the pre-MRTU 
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systems, the matrix indicates the minimum time to make the pre-MRTU systems 
ready, close the associated market and post results.  Market participants should 
be prepared to have their interfacing systems ready within these timelines.  

System System on-line
First opportunity for 

MP’s to check interface 
and submit bids

First market close / 
results

MP systems must be 
on-line by this time

ADS 30 minutes 30 minutes
OASIS
(Real-Time)

30 minutes 35 minutes

SLIC 30 minutes
SI GUI
(Real-Time)

30 minutes 60-90 minutes

e-Tag 30 minutes 105 minutes
RMR client 20-44 hours 20-44 hours
SI GUI
(Day-Ahead)

1-24 hours 24-48 hours

SRS 1-24 hours 24-48 hours
OASIS
(Day-Ahead)

30 minutes 27-51 hours

SI GUI
(Hour-Ahead)

27-51 hours 36-60 hours

OASIS
(Hour-Ahead)

30 minutes 36-60 hours

BBS N/A* N/A*
OMAR N/A* N/A*

* Pre-MRTU data will be settled throughout the reversion timeline, thus the BBS 
and OMAR system will already be on-line.

Preparation for Real-Time

In order to start the real-time market as quickly as possible, the CAISO would 
need a ready source of a) self-schedules for Imports, Exports and Generation; b) 
Ancillary Services awards; and c) a source of Supplemental Energy bids.  
Imports and Export schedules are important because they make up a significant 
portion of the energy served.  Internal Generation schedules are important 
because they signal which resources are on-line. 

a) Handling of self-schedules, including imports, exports, and internal 
generation: On the first day of reversion, the CAISO will take the 
schedules finalized in the MRTU Day-Ahead Market and, for dispatch 
purposes, convert them to self-schedules in the old format as indicated in 
Figure 3.  This work on the first day, including gleaning of data from e-tags 
or other sources, will be performed by the CAISO.  On the second day 
(and third day, depending on when the pre-MRTU DA market runs) the 
CAISO will use schedules provided by Scheduling Coordinators in the 
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event of a reversion.  These schedules will be provided in the form of a 
templates filled out (using the pre-MRTU Resource ID’s and Interchange 
ID’s) and submitted ten days before the transition date to allow for CAISO 
review.  In the event of reversion, CAISO operators will construct a master 
schedule from these templates.  They may have to rely on Must-Offer 
waiver denials to fill in gaps if necessary.  The resulting schedules will be 
communicated back to SC’s.  SC’s will have to submit e-tags for the 
resulting interchange schedules.

b) Handling of Ancillary Services: On the first day of reversion, the CAISO 
will take the Ancillary Services awards finalized in the MRTU Day-Ahead 
Market and, for dispatch purposes, convert them to Ancillary Services 
awards in the old format.  This work on the first day, including gleaning of 
data from e-tags or other sources, will be performed by the CAISO.  On 
the second day (and third day, depending on when the pre-MRTU DA 
market runs) the CAISO will also make use of Ancillary Services templates 
filled out and submitted ten days before the transition date to allow for 
CAISO review.  In the event of reversion, CAISO operators will construct a
master awards schedule from these templates.  CAISO operators may 
have to rely on out of market calls to the extent that Day Ahead awards   
are not sufficient to run the grid on the first day of reversion.  The resulting 
schedules will be communicated back to SC’s.  SC’s will have to submit e-
tags for A/S to be delivered on the ties.

c) Handling of Supplemental Energy Bids: The CAISO will request from 
market participants ahead of MRTU go-live, a pre-made list of 
Supplemental Energy Bids, using pre-MRTU Resource ID’s and 
Interchange ID’s, for use during a reversion event.  This bid list will be 
used as the default bids for the first 2 (or 3) days of operations.  The 
CAISO will open the Supplemental Energy market within 60-90 minutes of 
the reversion call to allow Market Participants to modify their bids, and to 
allow participants who cannot submit provisional bids, such as marketers, 
to participate in the market.

About the Templates

The Scheduling and Ancillary Services templates described above would have 
the following attributes:

�x Would contain a preferred operating level in MW for each hour and for 
each generator (and import/export schedule to the extent possible) in a 
Scheduling Coordinator’s portfolio. For Ancillary Services, the template 
would contain the preferred supply including generation and capacity.

�x Three templates would be required: one for a weekday, one for a 
weekend, and one for a holiday.

�x Each template would have the preferred operating level under the highest 
load anticipated for the reversion period, as it applies to a weekday, 
weekend, or holiday.  Each template would include instructions for altering 
the portfolio if load is reduced by 500 MW, 1000 MW, etc.
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�x Scheduling Coordinators would have the ability to re-submit templates as 
necessary to reflect changes in weather and generation patterns.

6.5.2 Firm Transmission Rights

To cover the possibility of a reversion, the CAISO will retain the unused monthly 
auction results and funds for the April 2008 – March 2009 timeframe.  The 
CAISO will use these results if a reversion is called.  The CAISO would refund on 
a pro-rata basis the rights that were unused, i.e. for the period in which MRTU 
was in effect, and of course refund all funds covering unused rights if a reversion 
is not called and the reversion window passes.

In the event that a new cutover date is scheduled beyond the time period in 
which auction results exist, the CAISO will conduct a new FTR Auction for the 
remaining months.    

6.5.3  Settlement

The CAISO must operate and settle the results under one tariff.  Therefore, 
reversion of settlement will occur on the same timeline as reversion of 
operations.  For example, if a reversion to pre-MRTU operational systems 
occurred at 6:00 AM on 10th day after the transition, days one through nine and 
up to 6:00 AM on day 10 will be settled under MRTU.  The period after 6:00 AM 
on day 10 will be settled under pre-MRTU.  

Special Rules for the first 2-3 days after reversion

Starting with the first Trade Date in which a pre-MRTU DA market has run, ie 3-4 
days after reversion, there should be little change from how settlement is done 
today.  However, given the settlement transition and operational sequence, with 
delayed startup of pre-MRTU Day Ahead market results, settlements will be 
slightly different for the first 2-3 days of reversion.  The CAISO has attempted to 
come up with a methodology that is as equitable as possible to all parties.

�x Although the CAISO is planning on using final MRTU DAM Generation 
and Import/Export schedules for operations, the CAISO cannot use these 
for settlement purposes because the CAISO would need to have offsetting 
balanced load/trade schedules under the pre-MRTU tariff. 

o Therefore, all energy in the market will be treated as if it was 
procured in the real-time market as indicated in Figure 3.

o All generation, whether cleared in the MRTU DAM, traded to 
another SC or not, will be paid the real-time 5-minute MCP, 
aggregated to a 10-mintue price in Settlements.

o All load will be charged the real-time 5-minute MCP, aggregated to 
a 10-minute price in Settlements.
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o The CAISO will review the 5-minute MCP’s and, to the extent a 
data or software anomaly results in an incorrect price, the CAISO 
will make price corrections as necessary.

�x Imports/Exports participating in the Supplemental Energy market will be 
paid or charged as-bid, as pre-dispatches are settled under real-time 
under pre-MRTU rules.  Import/Export energy coming from the DAM or 
templates will be paid the real-time 5-minute MCP, aggregated to a 10-
mintue price in Settlements

�x Ancillary Services will be paid the average of the ASMP’s resulting from 
the MRTU DAM for the first day.  For the second (and third days), the 
CAISO will pay an administrative price.  
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Figure 3: Settlement and Application of Schedules to Real-time
(Assumes pre-MRTU DA market is run starting on day 3)
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6.6 Responsibilities

In order to ensure a smooth transition in the unlikely event of a market reversion, 
the CAISO and Market Participants are expected to take the following steps to be 
prepared for this contingency.

6.6.1 CAISO 

The CAISO will maintain existing systems and business processes throughout 
the reversion effective period such that they can activated within the timelines 
specified in section 6.5.

6.6.2 Participants

Market Participants must maintain existing systems and business processes 
throughout the reversion effective period such that they can be called upon if 
necessary.  They must be aware that, under a reversion scenario, schedules will 
be based on results obtained from the Day-Ahead Market and pre-submitted 
templates.  They must be able to maintain staff and equipment to be capable of
receiving dispatch instructions in the pre-MRTU format and on pre-MRTU 
applications within 30 minutes of a reversion call.

6.7 Communication During Reversion

The CAISO will utilize the following process if a market reversion becomes 
necessary:

�x Phone calls
�x Market Notice – the text for which is produced by MRTU team
�x Text posting on OASIS
�x Posting of market notice and related information on caiso.com
�x Semi-customized email – transmitted by ISO account managers and 

customer service reps.
�x Open bridge phone call
�x Meeting
�x Notification of NERC and other Reliability Coordinators via the NERC 

RCIS
�x Notification of FERC by whatever means necessary

6.8 Recommencement of MRTU Market Operations

In the event of a reversion, the CAISO will treat the subsequent 
recommencement of the MRTU market systems as a new implementation.  The 
CAISO would develop a new schedule, dependent on the changes that will be 
required, conditions on the grid and Market Participant needs.

The new cutover date would be on a month boundary, with at least 10 days of 
operation on the pre-MRTU system before transition back to MRTU, or a 
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minimum of 30 days if changes to MRTU systems that affect Market Participants 
were required.



MRTU Cutover and Reversion Overview Page 18 of 20

7 MRTU CUTOVER TIMELINE 

The following is a Gant Chart including the high level tasks which will be performed for the MRTU cutover.

(Section removed for now due to undefined implementation date)
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8 REVERSION PLAN TASKS

The following are the high level tasks which would be performed in the event of a MRTU reversion.  

Notification of Reversion
1 Ensure CAISO Operations are notified
2 Notify Market Participants
3 Open Conference Bridge
4 Verify Participant Readiness

Reversion to pre-MRTU apps
5 Verify ADS and OASIS operational
6 Verify communication between SLIC and real-time market apps
7 Begin run of 5-minute market
8 Run real-time commitment and pre-dispatch
9 Close off MP access to MRTU DA&RT apps
10 Announce schedule for DA market
11 Verify SI Real-Time operational
12 Verify e-Tag UI operational
13 Verify SI Day-Ahead operational
14 Verify SRS operational
15 Verify RMR systems operational
16 Begin run of DA markets
17 Verify SI Hour-Ahead operational
18 Begin run of HA markets

Post-Reversion
19 Notify regulatory agencies
20 Notify other interested parties
21 Implement settlement plan


