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1 Introduction 
 

The Customer Interface for Resource Adequacy (CIRA) application is an external user 

interface that accommodates the functionality to manage ISOôs resource adequacy 

needs. Providing an external user interface allows Scheduling Coordinators (SCs) to 

submit their annual and monthly Supply and Resource Adequacy (RA) Plans, obtain 

reports on errors/warnings/delays/missing plans, resubmit corrected Supply and RA 

Plans, view submission processing status, view and download their previously accepted 

plans, and upload the changes back through the application. CIRA gives the capability 

for Scheduling Coordinators (SCs) and Load Serving Entities (LSEs) to provide their 

generic and flexible RA capacity information to ISO using their Supply and RA Plans. 

 

Suppliers can view the results of the Outage Impact Analysis and check if their planned 

outage(s) have been assigned a Planned Outage Substitution Obligation (POSO).  CIRA 

provides the mechanism to support scheduling coordinators (SCs) to perform 

substitutions on RA and CPM resources for both POSO assigned planned outages and 

approved forced outages, with any resource that has eligible non RA capacity for the 

substitution period.   

 

CIRA also supports bilateral trades of import capability between SCs within a branch 

group. SCs can view import allocation data and submit bilateral trades.   

 

Through CIRA, SCs can submit NQC requests, view NQC reports, and download the 

NQC templates previously submitted.   

 

SCs can also create, submit, and view Competitive Solicitation Process (CSP) offers.   

 

LSEs can check their monthly and annual Generic and Flex obligation in CIRA.  LSEs 

and SCs can also view details of the RA submitted for their resources for a compliance 

month or a shorter duration.  

 

The CIRA application will be accessible via the Market Participant Portal by clicking the 

CIRA icon.    New users should request access to CIRA by submitting an Application 

Access Request Form (AARF) to the ISO help desk at HelpDesk@caiso.com. 

 

  

mailto:HelpDesk@caiso.com
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2 Roles and Access Levels 
 

CIRA Access and Permissions  

CIRA Access Levels  Access Level Description 

SC ï Read 

(app_cira_ro) 

Permission to read the RA Plans, Supply Plans, NQC, 

Import Allocations, Validation Results, RA Reports, 

Obligation Reports, Review Forced Substitution, and 

historic Replacements  

SC ï Write (app_cira_sc) Permission to read, upload, and maintain data in the RA 

Plans, Supply Plans, NQC, Import Allocations, and 

Forced Substitution. Permission to read Validation 

Results, RA Reports, Obligation Reports, and historic 

Replacements 

CSP Offers ï Read 

(app_cira_bid_read_ext) 

Permission to read CSP offers data 

CSP Offers ï Write 

(app_cira_bid_write_ext) 

Permission to submit CSP offers and maintain data 

CEC (app_cira_cec) Permission to upload and view peak demand obligation 

Supplier ï Read 

(app_cira_supplier_read_ext) 

Permission to read Outage Analysis reports, Planned 

Outage Substitution Obligation (POSO) assignments, 

and review Planned Substitution 

Supplier ï Write 

(app_cira_supplier_write_ext) 

Permission to read Outage Analysis Reports, Planned 

Outage Substitution Obligation (POSO) assignments, 

create and maintain Planned Substitution 

3 Plans 

3.1 RA Showings 
 

The ISO Resource Adequacy is made up of three criteria: 

¶ The Local Capacity Requirements (LCR) 

¶ The Peak Demand and Reserve Margin Requirements 

¶ Flexible RA Capacity Requirements 

 

The LCR is an annual number that is used for each month.  The Peak Demand and 

Reserve Margin Requirement varies monthly and is applicable to the ISO Balancing 

Authority Area (BAA). The Flexible RA Capacity Requirement also varies by month.  

These three requirements are the base of the Resource Adequacy program.  There are 

two categories of market participants that meet these requirements: 

¶ Load (Resource Adequacy Plan) 
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¶ Generation (Supply Plan) 

3.2 Resource Adequacy (RA) Plans  
 

RA Plans identify the specific resources that the Load Serving Entity (LSE) is relying on 

to satisfy its forecasted monthly Peak Demand and Reserve Margin for the relevant 

reporting period.  For Load Serving Entity, the Resource Adequacy Plans must be 

submitted pursuant to the schedule set forth in Exhibit A-2 of the Reliability Requirements 

BPM.  

3.3 Supply Plans 
 

Supply Plans are an integral element in the resource adequacy process as they represent 

the primary means of informing ISO of the capacity that is designated for the resource 

adequacy purposes for a specified month or year.  Supply Plans are essentially a 

verification and confirmation by Scheduling Coordinators for Resource Adequacy 

Capacity of the information contained in Resource Adequacy Plans submitted by 

Scheduling Coordinators for LSEs.  The Supply Plan confirms that a Scheduling 

Coordinator is committed to scheduling and/or Bidding the Resource Adequacy Capacity 

that has been reported to ISO.  The Supply Plan establishes the formal business 

commitment between the ISO and Resource Adequacy Resources by confirming the 

status of the resource as Resource Adequacy resource.  For suppliers, the Resource 

Adequacy Plans must be submitted pursuant to the schedule set forth in Exhibit A-2 of 

the Reliability Requirements BPM.  

3.4 Templates 

3.4.1 RA Plan Template 
 

There are two ways to access the RA Plan template: 

 

1. Link to the RA Template posted on ISO website: 

http://www.caiso.com/Documents/ResourceAdequacyPlanTemplate.xls. 

2. Use CIRA to download the template: https://portal.caiso.com/cira/. 

 

          Steps: 

1. Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select RA Plan. 

3. Select Template to download the RA template. 

 

 

http://bpmcm.caiso.com/Pages/BPMDetails.aspx?BPM=Reliability%20Requirements
http://bpmcm.caiso.com/Pages/BPMDetails.aspx?BPM=Reliability%20Requirements
http://bpmcm.caiso.com/Pages/BPMDetails.aspx?BPM=Reliability%20Requirements
http://www.caiso.com/Documents/ResourceAdequacyPlanTemplate.xls
https://portal.caiso.com/cira/
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1.1.1.1 Fill out RA Template 
 
Complete these worksheets in the RA template: 

 
Admin Info  

 

The ISO uses a single template to collect its Annual and Monthly RA submissions.  Data 

for all months is populated in this template for the annual RA submissions. On the Admin 

Info worksheet, after clicking the Report Type field, select Annual for annual plans and 

Monthly for monthly plans.  Fill in the other fields with the required information.   

 

All fields are required.  Under the Admin Info tab complete the following fields: 

 

¶ Report Type 

o From the drop down menu, select Annual for annual plans or Monthly for 

monthly plans. 

¶ Report Date 

o For monthly submissions, the Report Date must be the first date of the 

month for which the plan is being submitted (e.g., ñ01/01/2016ò for January, 

ñ02/01/2016ò for February).  For annual submissions, the Report Date must 

be the first date of the year for which the plan is being submitted (e.g., 

ñ01/01/2016ò for 2016). 

¶ Name of the Load Serving Entity (LSE) 

o Enter a valid LSE name  

¶ Scheduling Coordinator (SCID) 

o Enter a valid SCID for the LSE 

¶ Person who prepared this RA Plan (Name)  

¶ Title 

o Title of the person who prepared this RA Plan 
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¶ Primary Contact   

o Name, title, address, telephone number, and e-mail address of the primary 

contact person 

¶ Back-Up Contact information  

o Name, title, telephone number, and email address of the back-up contact 

person 

 

 
 

RA Capacity 

 

On the RA Capacity worksheet, complete the following required fields: 

 

¶ Resource ID in ISO Master File. 

¶ Local RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding). 

¶ System RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding) 

¶ Flexible RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding) 
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¶ Flex Category 

¶ RA Capacity Effective Start Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

¶ RA Capacity Effective End Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

 

 
 

Usage Tips: 

¶ Users can submit generic RA (local and system) and Flex RA for a resource for 

the compliance month in a single row.  

¶ The effective start and end dates are in a date format. Any time component 

provided here will be ignored.  

¶ RA for ITIEs and TGs can be a subset of days within the compliance month but 

take care to sync up the date range between the RA and Supply plans so it 

passes system validation. For better performance and faster validation, users 

can provide a date range for the RA rather than a record for each day with RA in 

the compliance month. 

 

 

Other  

  On the Other worksheet, complete the following required fields: 

¶ Resource ID (if applicable) 

¶ RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding) 

¶ RA Capacity Effective Start Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

¶ RA Capacity Effective End Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

¶ Capacity Designation (UC, LD, CM, RM, or DR) 

¶ TAC Area (SCE, PGE, SDG, VEA, or SYS) 

 

 
 

Usage Tip: 
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¶ If the Credit value in column C is non-zero then a valid date range, the credit type 

and TAC must be provided. 

3.4.2 Supply Plan Template 

 

There are two ways to access the supply template: 

¶ Link to the Supply Plan template posted on the ISO website.  

¶ Use CIRA to download the template. 

 

Steps: 

1. Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select Supply Plan. 

3. Select Template to download the Supply Plan Template. 

 

 
 

3.4.2.1 Fill out Supply Plan Template  
 

Complete these worksheets in the template: 
 

Admin Info  

 

The ISO uses a single template to collect its annual and monthly supply showings.    

Fill in all fields with the required information.   

 

¶ Report Type 

o Select Monthly from the drop down menu for monthly submissions 

and Annual for annual submissions. 

¶ Report Date 

o For monthly submissions, the Report Date must be the first date of the 

month for which the plan is being submitted (e.g., ñ01/01/2017ò for 

http://www.caiso.com/Documents/SupplyPlanTemplate.xls
https://portal.caiso.com/cira/
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January and ñ02/01/2017ò for February). For annual submissions, the 

Report Date must be the first date of the year for which the plan is being 

submitted (e.g., ñ01/01/2017ò for 2017). 

¶ Name of Supplier 

o Enter a valid supplier name  

¶ Scheduling Coordinator 

o Enter a valid SCID for the supplier 

¶ Person who prepared this Supply Plan (Name) 

o Name of the person who prepared the plan 

¶ Title 

o Title of the person who prepared the plan 

¶ Primary Contact   

o Name, title, address, telephone number, and e-mail address of the primary 

contact person 

¶ Back-Up Contact  

o Name, title, telephone number, and e-mail address of the back-up contact 

person 
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RA Capacity 

 

On the RA Capacity worksheet, complete the following required fields: 

¶ Resource ID in ISO Master File 

¶ Local RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding) 

¶ System RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding) 

¶ Flexible RA Capacity (MW 00.00 No Rounding  

¶ Flexible Category 1, 2, 3 

¶ RA Capacity Effective Start Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

¶ RA Capacity Effective End Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

¶ RA Capacity Effective End Date (mm/dd/yyyy) 

¶ SCID of Load Serving Entity 

 

 
 

Usage Tips: 

¶ Users can submit generic RA (local and system) and Flex RA for a resource for 

the compliance month in a single row.  

¶ The effective start and end dates are in a date format.  Any time component 

provided here will be ignored.  

¶ RA for ITIEs and TGs can be a subset of days within the compliance month but 

take care to sync up the date range between the RA and Supply plans so it passes 

system validation.  For better performance and faster validation, users can provide 

a date range for the RA rather than a record for each day with RA in the compliance 

month. 
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3.5 Sequence of Events at a High Level 

 
 
LSEs/Suppliers submit monthly RA/Supply Plans prior to the last day of the showings due 

date for the compliance month.  The Showings Due Date is set to 45 days prior to the 

start of the compliance month for monthly RA, thereby requiring LSEs and SCs to submit 

their plans 45 days prior to the start of the compliance month. The due date is the last 

business day of October for the annual RA process.  All plans must be submitted through 

CIRA.   

 

On upload, the application will check for valid resource IDs, NQC, dates, information on 

the Admin tab, Other tab, PMAX, RA MWs, Peak Demand and LCR by TAC, and check 

the Flexible Category.  If a plan passes validation on upload, the application will accept 

the plan and the status is set to validation in progress.  LSEs and SCs should check the 

validation results to ensure that there are no errors. In case of an error, resubmission is 

required by the cure period cut-off at 30 days prior to the start of the compliance month.  

 

If the LSE or supplier misses the deadline, SCs can still submit after the deadline and 

CIRA issues a warning.  ISO will track these late submissions and SCs can resubmit the 

plan regardless of the plan status.  Additional information regarding late submission is in 

the Reliability Requirements BPM. 

 

https://bpmcm.caiso.com/Pages/BPMDetails.aspx?BPM=Reliability%20Requirements
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CSP offers by suppliers are due 40 days before the start of the compliance month.  Once 

the CSP offers are submitted, the SCs can adjust their offers until 30 days prior to the 

start of the compliance month. Refer to the CSP calendar for details. 

 

At the end of the cure period, the ISO will validate all plans, finalize the RA capacity values 

for the compliance month and may issue a Capacity Procurement Mechanism (CPM) 

event starting 25 days before the start of the compliance month, if required.  

 

After the submittal deadline at 45 days prior to the start of the compliance month, the ISO 

will run Flex cross validation.  If there are any errors for the Supplier or LSE, or a flex RA 

deficiency for the LSE, then the corresponding plan is set to Resubmittal Required and 

the LSEs/Suppliers can log in to CIRA to view all errors/ deficiencies.  LSEs may choose 

to procure additional flexible RA capacity to cure Flex RA deficiencies.  At the end of the 

cure period 30 days prior to the compliance month, the ISO will validate all plans and will 

finalize the flex RA capacity values for the compliance month by T-7 and may issue a Flex 

CPM, if required. 

3.6 Submission of RA Plans 
 

Market participants must use the CIRA application to submit RA Plans for the resource 

adequacy monthly or annual process.  All plans are due by T-45 for the corresponding 

compliance month or prior to the last business day of October for the annual process.  

 

Steps: 

1.  Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select RA Plan. 

3. Select Upload to display the Upload screen. 

4. Select the Submittal Type as Monthly for monthly and Annual for the annual 

process. 

5. Select the Target Period Month (for monthly only) and Year. 

6. Select the LSE SCID. 

7. Click Browseé to locate the RA Plan to be uploaded. 

8. Add Comments, if needed, to explain a late submission or other details about 

the submission. 

9. Click Upload to submit the RA Plan. 

 

http://www.caiso.com/Documents/2018MonthlyResourceAdequacyDueDates.pdf
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3.6.1 Errors on Upload of RA Plan 

 

Below is a list explaining error messages.  

 

RA Capacity Tab 

1. Two entries with the same resource ID, RA type, start and end dates will result 

in duplicate rows. 

2. Resource ID used must be valid ISO master file resource ID.     

3. Start and end date for RA Capacity for a physical resource should be the first 

and last day of the month.  

a. Example for physical resourceï 04/01/2018 to 04/30/2018 

4. ITIE and TGs can be a subset of days. 

a. Example for ITIE ï 04/20/2018 to 04/23/2018 

5. RA MW cannot be blank, cannot be zero, and must not exceed two decimal 

places.  

a. Blank is not allowed.  
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b. 0 MW is not allowed.  

c. 0.99999999 (more than two decimal places) is not allowed.  

6. If the user selects annual, then the start and end dates must be for the 

compliance year 2019. 

7. Only a local resource within the ISO BAA can have a local showing. 

8. When Flexible RA is a positive number, the Flexible Category must be a valid 

number. 

 

Other Tab 

1. The start date for RA Capacity in the Other tab should be the first day of the 

month and LD. 

2. The end date for RA Capacity in the Other tab should be the last day of the 

month and LD. 

3.  Designation in the Other tab cannot be blank.  Every entry must have one of 

the following:  RMR, CAM, DR, or LD. 

4.  TAC in the Other tab cannot be blank.  Every entry must have one of the 

following: PGE, SCE, SDG, VEA, or SYS. 

3.7 Submission of Supply Plans  
 
Market participants must use CIRA to submit Supply Plans for the resource adequacy 

monthly and annual processes.  All plans are due by T-45 for the corresponding 

compliance month for the monthly process and by T-61 for the annual process.  

 

Steps to submit a Supply Plan: 

1.  Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select Supply Plan. 

3. Select Upload to display the Upload screen. 

4. Select the Submittal Type as Monthly (for monthly) and Annual (for annual) 

5. Select the Target Period Month (for monthly) and Year. 

6. Select the SCID. 

7. Click Browseé to locate the Supply Plan to be uploaded. 

8. Add Comments, if needed, to explain a late submission or other details about 

the submission. 

9. Click Upload to submit the Supply Plan. 
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3.7.1 Errors on Upload of Supply Plan 

 

Below is a list explaining error messages.  

 

RA Capacity Tab 

1. Two entries with the same resource ID, RA type, start, and end dates will result 

in duplicate rows. 

2. Resource ID used must be a valid ISO master file resource ID.     

3. The start and end date for RA Capacity for a physical resource should be the 

first and last day of the month.  

a. Example for a physical resourceï 04/01/2018 to 04/30/2018 

4. ITIE and TGs can be a subset of days. 

a. Example for ITIE ï 04/20/2018 to 04/23/2018 



 

Page 19 

ISO Public 

5. The RA MW cannot be blank, cannot be zero, and must not exceed two decimal 

places.  

a. Blank is not allowed.  

b. 0 MW is not allowed.  

c. 0.99999999 (more than two decimal places) is not allowed.  

6. If user selects Annual, then the start and end dates must be for the compliance 

year 2019. 

7. Only a local resource within the ISO BAA can have a local showing. 

8. When Flexible RA is a positive number, the Flexible Category must be a valid 

number. 

9. The sum of Generic RA across all LSEs for a resource should not exceed its 

NQC/ PMax. 

10. The sum of Flex RA across all LSEs for a resource should not exceed its 

EFC. 

11. For ITIEs and TGs, the sum of Generic RA across all LSEs should not exceed 

the import allocation of the Branch Group. 

3.8 Download Plans 

3.8.1 Download RA Plan 

3.8.1.1 Download Submitted Plans  
 

Steps to download the RA Plan: 

1.  Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select RA Plan. 

3. Select Download to display the download screen. 
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4. Select the Month Ahead or Year Ahead Submittal type. 

5. Select the Target Period Month and Year. 

6. Select the LSE SCID. 

7. Select Version. 

a. User can select Latest version submitted to ISO. 

b. User can select Initial version submitted to ISO. 

c. User can select All versions submitted to ISO. 

8. Select Display Plans:  Submitted, Missing, or Late. 

9. Click View to view RA Plans. 

10. Select Download Screen Results or Download All Results.   

 

On the grid, the user will see the LSE SCID and Submittal Type.  The Plan Month will 

show the month number in the Month Ahead view and the default is ó01ô for Plan Month 

in Year Ahead view.  The submission Id indicates the order of submission, with the 

highest submission Id being the most recent plan.  The Submission Date indicates when 

the plan was submitted.  

 

1. Status: 

a. Resubmittal required 

i. Error or deficiency associated with the plan and requires 

resubmission  

b. Validation in progress  

i. ISO working on validating the plan 

c. Closed 

i. The plan passed all validations and is considered final 

2. Actions: 

a. Show details: 

i. Click Show Details on the left side of the Actions column to display 

the plan details for the RA Plan submittal. 

1. Download Show Type:  Drop down can be used to view  

a. RA resources   

b. Credit resources 

c. Flex RA resources 

2. Click View to see the results.  

3. Export to Excel, CSV, or PDF format. 

b. Download file: 

i. Click Download File on the right side of the Actions column to 

download and save the Excel file.  

3. Comments: 
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a. Comments that are added to the Upload form are displayed here. 

 

3.8.1.1.1 RA Resources 
 

This is to view the RA Resources Tab of the RA Plan.  In keeping with the template 

changes, there are new columns for the Local and System RA capacity. 

 

When the user clicks View, the default view is the óRA Resourceô details as shown 

below. 
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3.8.1.1.2 Credit Resources 
 

This is to view the Other tab of the RA Plan. When the user chooses the Credit 

Resources view, the screen displayed is as below: 

 

3.8.1.1.3 Flex RA Resources  
 

This is to view Flexible RA Capacity tab of the RA Plan.  When the user chooses the 

Flex RA Resources view, the screen displayed is as below: 

 

 

3.8.1.2 Download Missing/ Late RA Plans 
 
LSEs and ISO users can track missing and late plan submissions for compliance assessment of 

RA Plans.  Comments that the SC had provided with the RA plan upload related to the late 

submission are displayed on the Download RA Plan landing page. 
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3.8.2 Download Supply Plans 

 

Steps to download the Supply Plan: 

1.  Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select Supply Plan. 

3. Select Download to display the download screen. 

 

 
 

4. Select the Monthly or Annual Submittal type. 

5. Select the Target Month and Year. 

6. Select the SCID. 

7. Select version: 

a. User can select latest version submitted to ISO. 

b. User can select initial version submitted to ISO. 

c. User can select all versions submitted to ISO. 

8. Select option for timeline with plan submission: 

a. User can select all plans that were óSubmittedô 

b. User can select all plans that were submitted but were óLateô 

9. Click View to view Supply Plans. 
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3.8.2.1 Download Submitted Supply Plans 
 

Once the submitted Supply Plans are displayed: 

 

1. On the grid, the user will see SC ID, submittal type, plan month, plan year, and 

submission ID ï indicates the order of submission with the highest submission ID 

being the most recent plan. 

2. Status  

a. Resubmittal required 

i. Error associated with the plan and requires resubmission  

b. Validation in progress  

i. ISO is working on validating the plan 

c. Closed 

i. The plan passed all validations and is considered final 

3. Actions 

a. Show details : 

i. Will display the plan details for the RA Plan submittal 

1. Download Show Type:  Drop down can be used to view.  

a. Supply Plan Resources:  This is to view the 

Resources tab of the Supply Plan. 

b. Flex RA Resources:  This is to view Flexible RA 

Capacity tab of the RA Plan. 

2. Click View  to see the results.  

3. Export to Excel, CSV, or PDF format. 
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3.8.2.2 Late Supply Plans 
 

Supplier and ISO users can track late submissions for compliance assessment of Supply 
Plans.  On the Download Supply Plans screen select the Late Plans option and click View 
to the see the late plans. 

 
 

Comments that SC had provided with the RA plan upload related to the late submission 

are displayed on the Download RA landing page. 

3.9 Manage Import Allocation 
 

To access the Manage Import Allocation tab: 
 

1. Navigate to Plans. 

2. Select Manage Import Allocation. 

3. Select from the dropdown menu: 

a. View SC Import Allocation 

b. Submit Bilateral Trades 

c. View Bilateral Trades 
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3.9.1 View SC Import Allocation 

 
To view the base SC import allocations:  

1. Select the SCID. 
2. Select the Import Group.   
3. Select the Target Period Year. 

 

 
 
Once the data is displayed: 

On the grid, the user will see the SCID, SCID Name, Group Name, Import Allocation, 

Group Type, Start Date, and End Date.   
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To view screen results: 

1. Check  the box Download Screen Results. 

2. Select CSV, Excel, or PDF. 

 

 

3.9.2 Submit Bilateral Trades 

 
1. Navigate to Submit Bilateral Trades. 

a. Select from the dropdown menu under Manage Import Allocation. 
 

 
 

2. After the screen has been loaded: 

 
b. Select the Transferor SC. 
c. Select the Transferee SC.   

d. Select the Import Group. 
e. Enter the Price $/kw Month. 
f. Select the Term period.   
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Note:  The Term start date must be the first day of the next or future 
month.  The Term end date must be the last day of the next or future 
month.  The current month cannot be selected.  

   

g. Enter the Quantity.  
h. Select Submit Transfer or View Current Allocation.  

 

An SC can only submit a trade.  If the SC wants to reject a trade, the SC must submit a 
CIDI ticket requesting that the ISO reject the trade. 
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3.9.3 View Bilateral Trades 

 
To view bilateral trades: 

1. Navigate to View Bilateral Trades. 

 

 
 

 
 

2. After the screen has been loaded: 

a. Select Transferor. 

b. Select Transferee. 

c. Select the Import Group. 

d. Select the Start Date. 

e. Select the End Date. 

f. Click View to display the results. 




















































































































