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Presentation Overview 

•RPS procurement processes 

•Forecasted RPS Generation 

•Timeline of annual RPS solicitation 

•Transmission inputs 
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RPS Procurement Programs 

RPS 

“traditional” 

Feed-in 

Tariff 

Renewable 

Auction 

Mechanism 

(RAM) 

SB 32 FIT 

Expansion 

(TBD) 

Qualifying 

Facilities  

CHP 

AB 1613 

Project Capacity 

Limit (MW) 

Min. 1.5 Max. 1.5 Max. 20 Max. 3 MW Min. 1.0 < 20 

Program Limit None 500 MW 1000 MW 750 MW Bounded 

by “system 

need” 

TBD 
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RPS Contracts and Capacity Approved through 2010 
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Snapshot of RPS Project StatusTable 
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Forecast of RPS Generation from 

Executed Contracts 

Source: California Public Utilities Commission, 3rd Quarter 2011
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Risk-Profile of Forecast of RPS 

Generation from Executed Contracts 

Source: California Public Utilities Commission, 3rd Quarter 2011
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Dec Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov

CPUC directs IOUs 

to file draft RPS 

Procurement Plans 

and begin TRCR 

process

CPUC approves IOUs 

RPS Procurement 

Plans

IOUs file 

TRCRs

IOUs issue 

request for info 

regarding 

drafting TRCRs 

IOUs file draft RPS 

Procurement Plans

IOUs issue 

solicitation 

Bidders 

respond to 

solicitation

IOUs begin 

LCBF 

evaluation of 

bids 

IOUs submit 

final shortlist

CPUC 

approves 

TRCRs 

Negotiation 

of PPAs 

begins

General RPS Procurement Timeline 
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Dec Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov

CPUC directs IOUs 

to file draft RPS 

Procurement Plans 

and begin TRCR 

process

CPUC approves IOUs 

RPS Procurement 

Plans

IOUs file 

TRCRs

IOUs issue 

request for info 

regarding 

drafting TRCRs 

IOUs file draft RPS 

Procurement Plans

IOUs issue 

solicitation 

Bidders 

respond to 

solicitation

IOUs begin 

LCBF 

evaluation of 

bids 

IOUs submit 

final shortlist

CPUC 

approves 

TRCRs 

Negotiation 

of PPAs 

begins

Transmission Inputs 

IOUs may include 

preferences for 

projects in areas 

with approved 

transmission lines 

(e.g. TRTP) 

Bidders incorporate 

transmission costs 

into bids – based 

on TRCRs, 

transmission 

studies, or LGIAs 

IOUs consider 

transmission costs based 

on TRCRs, transmission 

studies or LGIAs 

Transmission 

costs and/or 

limits on costs 

incorporated 

into PPA terms 
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Additional information on CPUC RPS website: 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/Renewables/ 

Latest  

Quarterly Report 

Table of RPS projects 
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For Additional Information see the RPS section of the CPUC website: 

http://www.cpuc.ca.gov/PUC/energy/Renewables/  

 

Cheryl Lee, Analyst, Energy Division 

California Public Utilities Commission 

cheryl.lee@cpuc.ca.gov 

(415) 703-2167 

mailto:cheryl.lee@cpuc.ca.gov
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Back-up Slides 
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Transmission Ranking Cost Report 

• TRCRs directed in CPUC D.04-06-

013 and D.05-07-040. 

• Purpose of TRCR is to provide cost 

information to be used for evaluating 

renewable resource bids so that the 

least-cost, best-fit bids are selected. 
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Transmission Ranking Cost Report 
(continued) 

• TRCRs update is initiated by CPUC at the 
same time annual RPS Procurement Plans 
are initiated. 

• IOUs issue requests for information 
regarding projects to interconnect to its 
transmission system. 
– Location, size, interconnection point, online 

date, etc. 

• IOU issues report based on information 
received, transmission study results, and 
other available studies. 
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Excerpt from SCE’s most recent TRCR 

(1/20/2010) 
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Least-cost, Best-fit Evaluation 

• D.04-07-029 and D.06-05-039 direct LCBF process 

• IOUs use to evaluate bids from solicitations 

• Quantitative Criteria include: 
– PPA cost 

– Energy value 

– Resource adequacy value 

– Transmission cost 

– Congestion cost 

• Qualitative Criteria include: 
– Location 

– Transmission 

– Environmental concerns 

 


