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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE | Sept. 6, 2020  

Contact: ISOMedia@caiso.com 

 

The ISO declares Stage 2 Emergency; power outages expected 
 

The California Independent System Operator (ISO) declared a statewide Stage 2 Emergency at 

5:55 p.m. today, due to excessive heat driving up electricity use and putting strain on the grid.  

The ISO called the emergency after a transmission line carrying power from Oregon to 
California and another in-state power plant went offline unexpectedly. The cause of the outages 
is unknown at this time. 

The emergency declaration allows the grid operator to use reserve power and to tap into 
emergency assistance from neighboring balancing authorities. During this emergency, if system 
conditions do not improve, the ISO may declare a Stage 3 Emergency, which will lead to 
rotating power outages. 

Consumer conservation was credited with helping to avoid power outages yesterday. 

Extreme heat coupled with wildfires are contributing to increased energy demand and reduced 
supplies. Grid operators are predicting a shortfall of as much as 4,000 megawatts (MW) in 
supply this late afternoon and evening. Fires took out 1,600 MW of transmission resources 
yesterday. Approximately 500 MW of that was returned to service. Today, unexpected power 
plant outages due to the heat reduced supplies by another 625 MW.   

Based on the current forecast and without significant conservation efforts, rotating power 
outages are likely throughout the state today between now and 9 p.m.  

The ISO also called a Flex Alert, a voluntary call to consumers to conserve electricity, from 3 

p.m. to 9 p.m. today and tomorrow. Consumers are urged during those times to set air 

conditioner thermostats to 78 degrees or higher, turn off unnecessary lights, and defer use of 

major appliances. 

These conservation measures can help the power grid during a time of tight demand and 

supply. Reduced energy use during a Flex Alert can prevent further emergency measures, 

including the incidence of rotating power outages.  

Click here to learn more about System Alerts, Warnings, and Emergencies.  

### 

Engage with us! 

 

 

 
Sign up for 

Daily Briefing 

 

 
Download 

ISO Today 

 

 
Monitor 

Today's Outlook 

 

 
Sign up for 

Flex Alerts 

 

mailto:ISOMedia@caiso.com
http://www.caiso.com/Documents/FlexAlertInEffectforNextTwoDaystoHelpProtectPowerGridStability.pdf
http://www.caiso.com/Documents/SystemAlertsWarningsandEmergenciesFactSheet.pdf
http://www.caiso.com/informed/Pages/Notifications/MarketNotices/MarketNoticesSubscriptionForm.aspx
http://www.caiso.com/informed/Pages/Notifications/MarketNotices/MarketNoticesSubscriptionForm.aspx
http://www.caiso.com/Pages/ISOToday.aspx
http://www.caiso.com/TodaysOutlook/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.caiso.com/informed/Pages/Notifications/Flex-Alerts.aspx
http://www.caiso.com/informed/Pages/Notifications/Flex-Alerts.aspx
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3DkgsSf7tqM1VBjlqYxEP1VQ2nwJV2-5FABgnxsSLyi09w8iOrvgFOkMgUF9NFZPCDLRXagfP8zflSd-5FhR-2DRmSEd0BLAcy3Pdkzh0VUTk3Y2K1EoxLey6MVu3G9wPwLRY5tL6mXJczPcB4ik3pl-2De2IF5dmplmJmSqrFCMXlSqjxKusKWDfVPiigFfY17-2Dx2CyHBV5Q9kFyog2nl4SYyfcakMM0NNGq9CN6K4BO-2DttNVAV0cNJRdeSBwd5vcBAtlHZWfy2wv8vNs5M2LI&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=Da_mZFGemoqk4_16NGlKNdiXRFkTAf34k5InRdBiDII&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3Dqg6h112-2DO4qDW8wWHai21g47Quz6YZgmwwKpwu59tZ84O3UcXojrCr9UQ3xwvutJ36Oj9CVc8k4YYJjoLFiehAJHAcH-2D0bxT4XWynaeCoU7yRScKFv0W90Mi-2DDnqXo2uMu0ukdZ2chygUAdMg7vsZ1qBWEiYykzmCw38ozTclzEB-2Dzmq-5F4cAeIsxSXGB-2DFbwOOLcLJwRuiyVZzpBwdyy6hiQ4-5Fp-2DABrtIS9Ml8EWLrGwmu-2D6JhiOaa7wvom1WxkRk3yXTtA0GiDgQ&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=5V6ozN_A0lYfA3_bFVdxmCF_aND4XvhZ_BIzTvkLsic&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3D69bAYCKbj3yJjJQktdIgwQrfZRy4JccopJgjOeTOifzni7TvEqSfgaEvT9UFGV-2Dwhq5AOpTP24l5TDv-5FfPO6E-2Da-5F1nYdnzWKhx9g7-2DndjMGL7dWlVTKh2w0J0cmNNyt5bKdL76EOBUwRXIVRvrzu-2DBEKjlIBwu85NQQ0hlKypdli1DsLG1A9csA6ky5sAjolYDv-2DS80REWg11ouaAlU3Xl8a3XTl-5FeCzRtTiT3B3-2DoiG-2D4TLpt-5FGy6mGYSsL-5FepPt-2Drk4j1x7idBQ&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=quPciC04jdskWfDNylOM3Lls3oBWZyNwW5Xsfu_S4v4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3DCGQNjQCDChtrV6OL2qPnvwluIsY8ah-5F-2DWFy8Sp63fegH3GsqZMWOogCBI5OXlBXYFEHFmWGyFusVFwf22uwwvHVzJPGSXvFKwlJ1g01LvbLu48TRDdtR-5F3jHa3YDcXTW6yixDsum3qfnxHoJkL8Nk7TYYM6pGfp-5F-2DjAjc0-5F5mnsrxpCTF62EtcIuM9yyhARvqGkqDd0jGJabOolqEG5YzD4OXYZvA00IV7gJ-5FO96jzHzFQEaoQTVYg83fUdd8k8IpXuZsgBoSnhX4&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=FeAo0ZTDSY8qoAwWs1rbOBUD7atGmPQHBg64LtFGmcE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3DjDeIQge-5FkZgc-2DQkcdU11lwwY0idhV4R-2DVaawL-5F0uZ-2DL-5FdB2GRd-2DjDLoPRmR85zVmdnja6Xn43soqMyhOKwFx3C2JReBJDMyToT6IZYfKp-5Fcv24CKjqMlJNsiLMQ8ibrkx-2DaaEe0wILpeAt4V0tdVIuq8h4wHnI3Dzg6QQ7vTNy8qVyJiEdcYn9DEqWV-2DVDYI65lmySvB4EiiXCo5AUJiCd4hjQ8YDYXtwzjqA-5FK3yubhKkkkpKoEdtOzrZJ0daWQp1NtJ9cirzkhA&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=wiJsetAFJO3dfllhWRxqIreK2wG5fIGJkoptGxwr9BQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3DvOlRNCooT4jauCblhXeONgLQokh1iYtJ1lNrZ-5F6L9YMQoU-2DqLhKbwQ1ygqcpl0lzw9kYYpwWYe9ZUKvQEs6mW0NEXyjFDM9P9cMynUGodCXgMFMNFsz5D-2Do-5FkcQV-5F-5FjHml2RkA8J59sQmtwsjMFM1YFsqP3QSAc9M3s7GH0YBfQX5c8ABdJqULb6jrETUYBo5qGApmEPkdKxHZYHbvB6oo-5F0Z9G40Xip9STq25n1Zr6uEpaU7hi7f8pw&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=tsCW7uIV9z5QZVmLqOHvli4EUsWsVfmt22FdcMuBHtg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__caisocommunications.com_t_l-3Fssid-3D36997-26subscriber-5Fid-3Dbntmvzjuvmsnivllymwagxrchmjqbek-26delivery-5Fid-3Dbqslarjjzbjhthhveuptwshwfnrlbae-26td-3DpCD0mgL6PL6EQZcE1onC0Qa8NPoq21bHjVQoiWtwJk9rNQhF95SsP9qupmRqsV7O3-5Fh9k6B2oh65u7bUXmnvFLxvvX4pufr3TzH2vHKxEQix40jUAJ-5FFh5ZgRdud4NFwMpkzAVZiEF0o73pq7cGp8XTwFV1VhOv0Ht3Aah3si-2DlYPGCzimG-2DgGYqA-2DOJjLBZ2oHaAXoBKdf28ojbf1Y8jsYIB35ek-2DqoIBr1nJE4qIJIWJCD1XzuFS1ryf4AaidD-5F-2D2Hv-5FpwCGTaE&d=DwMCaQ&c=V-P6fVLioYKRHZf22ixqTACjwj_siogh-xnsqUj_yUQ&r=-eSsYwGggD4rLTnFWvVwlVv2CD_fMS-s6M5JBUTsf-M&m=GH3CteO6wWoJMGRhITL5V6YXNVpAczpPxcyjZ1rVN5k&s=LhjBMXg7xUqb9rp-N3GbIysLv4Lyffej3TeYwuKFtW4&e=


 

California Independent System Operator | P.O. Box 639014 | Folsom, CA 95630 | Copyright © 2020 All Rights Reserved 

 


