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Implementation agreement with PacifiCorp submitted for federal approval 
Key milestone reached in development of an expanded real-time energy market 
 
FOLSOM, Calif. – The California Independent System Operator Corporation (ISO) filed a 
request with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to approve an implementation 
agreement reached with PacifiCorp that outlines how the ISO’s existing energy market could be 
expanded to provide real-time services to the utility.  Concurrently, the ISO is holding a 
stakeholder initiative to design the imbalance market and establish its rules. 
 
The energy sharing market would optimize power supplies by providing frequent, automatic and 
efficient resource dispatching across a larger region.  PacifiCorp serves customers in six 
western states and joined with the ISO in a study that quantifies the benefits to both ISO and 
PacifiCorp customers ranging from $21 million to $129 million by 2017.  Additional independent 
studies by the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) and FERC also established the 
benefits of an energy imbalance market. The NREL study is called Examination of Potential 
Benefits of an Energy Imbalance Market in the Western Interconnection (March 2013) and the 
FERC study.  
 
In its filing April 30, 2013, the ISO asks that the implementation agreement take effect without 
delay to help pave the way for PacifiCorp to begin using the market in 2014.  Additional 
interested balancing authorities could access the real-time services as early as 2015. 
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The California ISO provides open and non-discriminatory access to one of the largest power grids in the world. The vast network of high-
voltage transmission power lines is supported by a competitive energy market and comprehensive grid planning. Partnering with about a 
hundred clients, the nonprofit public benefit corporation is dedicated to the continual development and reliable operation of a modern grid that 
operates for the benefit of consumers. Recognizing the importance of the global climate challenge, the ISO is at the forefront of integrating 
renewable power and advanced technologies that will help meet a sustainable energy future efficiently and cleanly. 
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