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Trans-Elect NTD Path 15, LLC Application For 
Participating Transmission Owner Status 

 
1. Description of Trans-Elect Transmission Lines and Facilities 
 

Trans-Elect NTD Path 15, LLC (Trans-Elect) will have a long-term transmission 
capacity right in the Path 15 upgrade being constructed by Western Area Power 
Administration (Western), Trans-Elect and Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E). The 
project will consist of an 84-mile long 500-kilovolt transmission line between the 
existing PG&E substation at Los Banos and the existing PG&E substation at 
Gates, both of which are located in the Central Valley of California.  Additional 
facilities will be constructed at both the Los Banos and Gates substations to 
accommodate the new transmission line.  In addition, parts of the existing Gates-
Arco-Midway 230 kV transmission line will be upgraded and the existing Los-
Banos-Midway 500 kV transmission line will be realigned at its entry into the 
Gates Substation.  The current estimated rating of the South to North capacity of 
the upgrade is 1500 megawatts.  It is currently estimated that Trans-Elect’s 
interest will be approximately 72% of the line.  This partial interest in the Path 15 
upgrade project is the only transmission-related capacity right or contract that 
Trans-Elect or any of its affiliates currently have in California.  Trans-Elect 
proposes to place all of its Path 15 interests under the ISO’s Operational Control. 
The expected commercial operation date for the line is December, 2004. Trans-
Elect would turn over operational control to the California ISO at the time of 
commercial operation.  A map of the route of the proposed new 500 kV 
transmission line between the Los Banos and Gates substations is attached hereto 
as Appendix A. 

    
2. Description on Trans-Elect Transmission Entitlements 

 
Trans-Elect has no other transmission entitlements. 

 
3. Encumbrances 
 

There will be no encumbrances on Trans-Elect’s Path 15 interest. 
 
     4.   Transmission Lines and Facilities to be placed under ISO’s   

 Operational Control 
 
Trans-Elect’s only transmission interests in California are its rights to a portion of 
the Path 15 Project.  Trans-Elect will place all of the capacity related to those 
rights under the ISO’s operational control. 

        
5.  Reliability Criteria 

 
Trans-Elect is not aware of any local reliability requirement relating to the Path 
15 upgrade project other than PG&E’s installation of Remedial Action Scheme 
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protection to support the rating of Path 15.   It is Trans Elect’s understanding that 
the line will meet WECC and NERC reliability requirements. 
 

6. Maintenance  
 

PG&E and Western will share the maintenance responsibility for the Path 15 
upgrade project.  PG&E will maintain the substation facilities associated with the 
project using the same ISO-approved maintenance practices which it follows at 
these same existing substations.  Western will be responsible for maintenance on 
the newly constructed transmission line.  As a member of the Western Electricity 
Coordinating Council (WECC) Western, like PG&E, is required to develop and 
document a transmission maintenance, testing, and inspection plan which meets 
the requirements of the WECC’s Transmission Maintenance Standard.  This 
Standard requires Western to certify in writing annually that is has developed an 
adequate plan, performed all the required maintenance, testing, and inspection 
activities and maintained  appropriate maintenance records.  In addition, Western 
has a representative on the ISO Maintenance Coordination Committee, and has 
assisted in the development of the ISO’s own maintenance standards.  Western 
has the capability and intention to comply will all applicable maintenance 
standards and procedures for the Path 15 upgrade project. 

 
7. Temporary waivers 
 

Not applicable. 
 

8. Proposed Transmission Owner (TO) Tariff 
 

As the line is in the development stage with construction to begin in the summer 
of 2003, the final costs of the project and the proposed tariff for the Trans-Elect 
portion of the Path 15 upgrade will be filed at a later date.  Trans-Elect will be 
required to file an application with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to 
determine its Transmission Revenue Requirement and to seek approval of any 
electric transmission tariff, which filing by rule must be made no later than 60 
days before the commercial operation date.  The Path 15 upgrade project’s 
commercial operation date is currently expected to be December of 2004. 

  
9. Transmission Revenue Requirement Data Request Form 

 
Trans-Elect will file for approval of its TRR as part of its filing as noted in 
Section 8 above.  Upon FERC approval it will submit the final TRR to the ISO 
and complete a TRR Data Request form. 
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10. Address and Contact Names 
 
             Robert L. Mitchell                                    Perry J. Cole 
             President                                                   Senior Vice President 
             Trans-Elect NTD Path 15, LLC               Trans-Elect NTD Path 15 
             1850 Centennial Park Drive                     3420 N. Hillcrest 
             Suite 480                                                   Butte, Mt. 59701 
             Reston, Va.  20191 
 
            e-mail RLMitchell@trans-elect.com         email Pcole@trans-elect.com      
            Phone 703-563-4362                                 Phone 406-782-1907    
            Fax      703-563-4330                                Fax: 703-563-4330 
 

 Michael B. Day 
 Goodin, MacBride, Squeri,  
 Ritchie & Day, LLP 
 505 Sansome Street, Suite 900 
 San Francisco, CA 94111 
 
 email   mday@gmssr.com 
 Phone 415-392-7900 
 Fax     415-398-4321  
 
 
11.  Settlement Account 
 

 Trans-Elect NTD Path 15, LLC: 
 Bank of America, N.A. 
 Washington, D.C. 
  Routing No. 054001204 
  For the account of: Trans-Elect NTD Path 15, LLC. 
  Account No. 001922217527 

 
 

12.   Mwh Demand Per Month 
 
Not Applicable 
 
 

13.    Instructions for Encumbrances and Entitlements 
 

         Not Applicable  
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This application is respectfully submitted on this 31st day of January 2003. 
 
       
      Signed, 
 
 
 
      _________________________ 
       Michael B. Day 
 
      Goodin, MacBride, Squeri, 
      Ritchie & Day, LLP 
      505 Sansome Street 
      Suite 900 
      San Francisco, CA 94111 
      415-392-7900 
      415-398-4321 fax 
 
      Counsel for  
      Trans-Elect NTD Path 15, LLC 
 
 

      
     

3018/001/X40891-1  

 



 5

Appendix A 

 

 


