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CAISO Pilot Proposal Evaluation Request Questionnaire
 
Completion of this form is required by external entities wanting to submit to the ISO for consideration a proposal for a potential pilot.  In order to establish a formal pilot/demonstration with the ISO, the questionnaire must be submitted completely and accurately to initiate the smart grid technologies and strategy pilot evaluation process review .

The information gathered in this questionnaire will be used to begin the ISO’s evaluation process for pilot potential.  It provides external entities a means of entry to the ISO internal Pilot Evaluation and Implemenation process in which pilot/demonstration proposals are initiated for internal review, evaluation, planning and implementation.  Organizational identification questions may determine the owner’s qualification for a pilot with ISO.  

We ask that you respond fully to each question and provide as much supporting documentation as possible, including company brochure, case studies, and white papers to help the ISO evaluate the propoal.  

Section 1  Organizational Identification:

1. Company’s name, address and website: 
	




2. Contact’s name, address, email address, phone # 
	




3. Brief introduction of your company (history, core business, etc.)
	



Section 2  General Questions:

1. Where did you learn about the ability to collaborate with the ISO in Pilots?
	



2. Brief description of pilot project (Executive Summary)
	




3. What is your organizations current affiliation with the ISO, check all that apply?
[bookmark: Check1]|_|  Scheduling Coordinator
|_|  Participating Load
|_|  Participating Generator 
|_|  Load Serving Entity
|_|  Demand Response ProviderProviding technical solution(s) to an ISO participant 
|_|  Intend to become an ISO participant before/after the pilot 
|_|  Other (Please describe below)
	





4. Are you familiar with ISO markets and programs?   |_| Yes  	   |_| No
   
If yes, what type of market participation, if any, will this pilot be participating in or require testing for? (ie. day ahead energy, real time energy or ancillary services – spin, non spin, regulation etc.)
	



5. Please identify technical support/training that you may need from the ISO to establish and implement the pilot.
	



6. project timeframe:________________________________duration: __________________________________________

Is the project timeframe provided required to meet funding requirements?  |_| Yes  	|_| No

Section 3  Statement of Pilot Opportunity:

1. Describe the opportunity or recognized problem impacting the CAISO markets/policies, or lack of, that would benefit from the pilot in order  to answer the question “Why is the pilot being performed, what are it’s benefits”?
	Pilot Opportunity/Problem Statement:

	What:
	Example:  Opportunity exists for the industry to address barriers of participation in wholesale demand respons due to requirement for telemetry for aggregated resources greater than 10 mW or for resources participating in non-spinning reserve market

	
	

	When:
	Example:  For current wholesale DR programs, 2013, and for future programs.

	
	

	Why does the opportunity/problem exist:
	Example:  Continued growth in participation is dependent on reducing barriers of costs to participate.

	
	

	Who does the opportunity/problem impact:
	Example:  Current and new entry Market Participants, particularly those wanting to bring demand response resources into the ancillary services non-spinning reserve market.

	
	



Section 4  Pilot Objective and Approach:

1. Describe the objectives of the pilot, approach to the pilot and how the pilot will be measured for success.  Include next steps for results that either successfully meet or do not successfully meet objectives.
	 Objective
	Approach
	Success Criteria
	Next steps
Met objectives
	Next steps
Did not meet objectives

	Example: 
Determine if ABC alternative technologies meet requirements for communicating real telemetry data to the ISO EMS
	Example:
- Install ABC alternative technologies at various Industrial locations
-  Establish connectivity with ISO EMS 
	Example:
-Data received every 4 sec/min
-Data integrity met.
-Telemetry values consistent with physically measured output 
	Example:
Obtain ISO approval of ABC alternative technologies as telemetry solution for use in non-spinning reserve market participation. 
	Example:
Perform Root Cause Analysis on non-conforming issues.
Provide lessons learned analysis for design changes.

	
	
	
	
	



Section 5  Technical Questions:
Please provide any white papers or relevant studies that support responses to this section.  Note: Confidential documents submitted should be identified and appropriately classified. 
 
1. One of the key objectives for  CAISO’s Pilots is a focus on technologies that enable the ISO to meet market and reliability service needs.  Please provide a brief introduction on the technology that will be used in your pilot project and explain its innovativeness.  
	




2. Has the technology used in this potential pilot been commercialized anywhere?  It would be helpful if there is a case study to share, but it is not required for evaluation consideration.   
	




3. If your pilot project involves physical market  resources (ie. energy storage, generator  ), please provide a brief introduction of the resource type and the geographical location (including utility territory) of the resource.  If possible, please provide resource paramaters (capacity, ramp rate etc).
	




Section 6  Regulatory Questions:

1. Is this pilot mandated by regulatory filing, ruling, order or initiative?  
	




Please email completed form, and soft copies of any supporting documentation, to    
Upon receipt of a completed Pilot Proposal Evaluation Request Questionnaire, the CAISO will contact you to confirm receipt and request/confirm information.  The CAISO will then conduct an evaluation and provide you our findings of the pilot requested.

While the ISO cannot directly contribute funding or receive funding as part of pilot participation, and cannot release non-public data without proper authority, we are committed to the collaboration of ideas, providing assistance in testing, and evaluation of pilot performance.

The ISO's support of this proposed pilot is subject to several legal requirements, including but not limited to the ISO’s ability to recover any necessary costs through its Grid Management Charge as well as confirming that the ISO’s support of this proposed pilot will not adversely affect the tax-exempt status of interest on its bonds or the ISO’s status as a 501(c)(3) supporting organization.
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