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Seasonal Ratings Autoloader Template Instructions 

 

Background 

In alignment with FERC Order No. 881, new Spring and Fall seasonal ratings are being 

introduced. These additional seasons will adhere to the same data requirements 

currently applied to the existing Summer and Winter ratings within the Transmission 

Registry (TR) application. Each Participating Transmission Owner (PTO) will define their 

seasonal timeframes using the webLineR application. As part of this update, existing 

month-based season definitions will be removed from the TR rating type descriptions. 

 

The TR is being updated to include four new rating types. This covers both Spring and 

Fall and the necessary component-level data for each. All other aspects of the TR will 

remain unchanged. To streamline the approval process, an autoapprove feature is being 

implemented. This functionality will evaluate the new seasonal ratings against 

predefined qualifying criteria and automatically approve them where applicable. 

Specifically, Spring and Fall ratings must fall within the range defined by the 

corresponding Summer and Winter ratings. 

 

The new seasonal ratings added to the TR include: 

- Spring Normal, SPN (N) 

- Spring Emergency, SPE (M) 

- Fall Normal, FN (L) 

- Fall Emergency, FE (O) 

 

Each rating type will have four data columns, identical to the existing Summer and 

Winter seasons: 

- High Rating 

- Low Rating 

- Duration 

- Note # 

 

The process to export the autoloader file, enter data, and upload the file remains the 

same. This tutorial will demonstrate how to add the new columns for the four new rating 

types to the autoloader template. 
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Autoloader template instructions 

 

Step 1: Autoloader export 

- Following existing process, export the “autoloader export” file for the components 

where you wish to add Spring and Fall ratings. 

- A blank autoloader template file is provided for your convenience. You can copy 

and paste the data from the exported file into the template file, then populate the 

Spring and Fall ratings columns. 

- If you use the blank autoloader template file provided, skip Steps 2 and 3 below 

and go to Step 4. 

-  

Step 2: Prepare Autoloader file for new data 

 
 

- In column A, enter “Update” 

- In column B, enter “FERC-881” 

- Select cells Q1 through U1(rating type column headings) and copy the contents 

 

 
 

- Scroll the worksheet to the very last column of data to the right and paste the 

column headings in the first row four times. These 20 columns will be your new 

columns for the four new rating types and data. 
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Step 3: Enter new ratings data in the new columns 

 
 

- Use the following short names for the new season ratings. (Ensure proper 

spacing between parentheses. Do not enter the quotes “”) 

o Spring Normal = “SPN (N)” 

o Spring Emergency = “SPE (M)” 

o Fall Normal = “FN (L)” 

o Fall Emergency = “FE (O)” 

- Enter values for all other columns as needed, like Summer and Winter rating 

values, duration and notes codes 

 

Step 4: Check, Save and Upload autoloader template file 

- Double check the entered values and ensure the data within the columns are the 

correct data type.  

- Ensure the new Spring and Fall ratings are equal to or between the Summar and 

Winter ratings 

- Save the autoloader template file 

- Ensure no other columns of data have changed. Data modified in other columns 

will not be saved in the TR. Only new data for the new seasons will be saved in 

the TR using the autoapprove functionality 

- Data corrections or updates to Summer and Winter ratings must follow the 

normal update and manual approval process 

- Upload the autoloader template file into the TR 

 

 

 

  



 

CAISO Public Use/06/25/25  Page 4 of 8 

California Independent System Operator Corporation  

 

AutoApprove functionality 

The autoapprove functionality follows certain criteria to validate data being uploaded 

and approved fall within expected ranges and are appropriate data type. At a high level, 

all new season rating data and types should be like Summer and Winter data and types. 

The autoapprove functionality runs every 30 minutes to allow quick processing and 

notifications of the uploaded data. For each row or component where type of change is 

“Update” AND change reason is “FERC-881”, the code processes the Spring Normal, 

Spring Emergency, Fall Normal and Fall Emergency ratings through the data validation 

steps. The code will “Approve” the row or component if all checks succeed. If validation 

checks don’t succeed, the row is “Declined”, and the code moves to the next row or 

component. 

 

A user can have other change reasons, including “Create” for new components within 

the same autoloader file. These other request types will follow the normal manual 

approval process, which may take longer. ISO requests that all other change reasons 

be delayed until new seasonal ratings have been uploaded. If PTO needs priority 

processing of other change reasons, let Grid Assets team know via email which 

components need priority manual processing. 

 

The autoapprove code performs the following data validation: 

- Type of Change = “Update” AND Change Reason = “FERC-881” 

- Spring Normal rating EQUAL TO OR BETWEEN Summer Normal AND Winter 

Normal ratings 

- Spring Emergency rating EQUAL TO OR BETWEEN Summer Emergency AND 

Winter Emergency ratings 

- Fall Normal rating EQUAL TO OR BETWEEN Summer Normal AND Winter 

Normal ratings 

- Fall Emergency rating EQUAL TO OR BETWEEN Summer Emergency AND 

Winter Emergency ratings 

- All new data is checked for appropriate data type and character count 

- If all checks pass, row or component data update is “Approved” ELSE “Declined” 
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Check status of Uploaded autoloader file 

 

After uploading the autoloader file, allow at least 30 minutes for the system to process 

the file. To check the status of your uploaded file, follow the steps below. 
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Step 1: Check status of upload components 

- Click “Request”, then “Find Change Requests” 

- In the “Status” box, select “Approved” and “Declined”. Enter other criteria as 

needed 

- In the “Date created” box, select the date when data was uploaded 

- Click “Run Search” 

- To view details of a “Declined” request, click the “View Details” eyeball  
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Step 2: Compare changed data 

- Check “Approver Notes” section for reason why the system declined the change 

request. A change reason of “Auto Rejected for FERC-881 change request 

reason: One of more of the ratings are outside of the expected limit” indicates 

that one or more of the Spring or Fall ratings do not meet the validation criteria 

for auto approval.  

- Check the values for Spring and Fall, correct any values that are outside the 

validation criteria and re-submit the corrected components. See Autoapprove 

functionality section above for the validation criteria. 

 

Approved/Declined ratings message and notification 

A user can choose to receive a notification email for Approved or Declined ratings. 

Follow the steps below prior to uploading your autoloader file if you wish to receive such 

notifications 

 
 

Step 1: Edit user preferences 

- Click on User icon on top right corner of window 

- Click “Edit preferences” box 

- Check the box for “CA ISO TR Notification Approved/Declined Change Requests” 

- Click “Save Changes” on bottom right of window 
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Support 

If you encounter any issues when uploading the autoloader file, or have any questions, 

feel free to email Parikshat Pathak (ppathak@caiso.com) and Adalberto Baca-Chavez 

(abacachavez@caiso.com). In the email, please include as much detail as possible to 

ensure quick resolution. 


